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he symbolic in-person gradua�on ceremonies commenced in Tearnest at Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University 
yesterday 20 September 2022 for the cohorts of students who 

graduated virtually in 2020 and 2021 respec�vely as a result of the 
Covid-19 restric�ons enforced by government at the �me. Professor 
Peter Mba� in his capacity as Ac�ng Chancellor presided over the 
ceremony and also awarded Degrees to a group of students who 
could not a�end the May 2022 physical gradua�ons ceremonies due 
to reasons beyond their control. 
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Speaking at the start of the two-day ceremonies, Professor 
Tandi Matsha-Erasmus in her capacity as Ac�ng Vice-
Chancellor congratulated all graduates and commended 
them for defying the odds to eventually complete their 
studies in the midst of Covid-19 and other geopoli�cal 
factors and challenges. Matsha – Erasmus further urged 
the graduates to remain humble and kind especially to 
those who assisted them to a�ain their qualifica�ons. She 
commended Prof Mba� for his leadership of the University 
adding that the work he has done remains visible. The 
Ac�ng Vice-Chancellor challenged the graduates to fight 
corrup�on and any form of maladministra�on wherever 
and reminded them that they are joining mul�tudes of 
SMU Alumni whom the University is proud of.

Families and friends came to support graduates as they 
walked the stage and got an opportunity to take 
photographs as part of crea�ng memories. When the 
ceremonies are concluded today, it is expected that over 
1000 graduates would have been awarded their quali-
fica�ons in different fields of study from the Five Schools of 
the University namely; Schools of Medicine, Health Care 
Sciences, Oral Health Sciences, Pharmacy as well as Science 
and Technology.
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