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lizwa Boco who hails from Sakhela in Umtata (Eastern Cape) was Aformally welcomed to SMU today, 24 January 2023 by the 
management of the University led by the Registrar Dr Jeffrey 

Mabelebele and the Deputy Dean of the School of Medicine Prof Risenga 
Chauke and other officials. She achieved 7 dis�nc�ons obtaining 97% in 
Physical Sciences and 88% in Mathema�cs, thus making her the overall 
top achiever in the OR Tambo district of the Eastern Cape.

The top achiever from Holy Cross Senior Secondary School in South 
Ridge, explained that Matric was very tough for her and appreciated the 
support she received from her parents which made it easier for her to 
succeed. “I also got a lot of help from my teachers and would study for 
more than 10 hours in a day. I only slept for 2 to 3 hours and the rest of the 
�me was used for studies, something I started at grade 11”, she said. 

Regarding her decision to study medicine at SMU, Alizwa men�oned that 
it was while taking a walk in her town with a friend when she came across 
a medical prac�ce with a Dr's name on it and upon closer examina�on, 
she saw the name of the University and decided to go to search engines to 
find out more about SMU and later took a decision to apply to study. Her 
passion for medicine has always been there as a child, however while in 
grade 8 and 9, her teachers convinced her to do actuarial sciences and 
this became a source of confusion. Nonetheless, it was a�er the advent of 
Covid-19 when she took a firm decision to become a doctor. “I was even 
prepared to go serve during Covid-19 while many were scared of the 
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virus. If the department of health had called for volunteers in 
hospitals, I would have been amongst the first to go serve”, she 
said.

“I am happy to be at SMU and I know it is not going to be easy. 
Fortunately, I made friends with people whose parents are 
doctors. So when they heard I wanted to study medicine, they 
warned me that I should be physically and mentally fit for the 
pressure that lie ahead as studying medicine is not the same as 
being in high school. They made sure I understood that it is not 
going to be an easy journey. Here I am now and I must say the 
registra�on process at SMU was very smooth and I am 
impressed.

The Deputy Dean of the School of Medicine Prof Risenga 
Chauke welcomed the top learner to SMU and said the 
University seems to be a�rac�ng more academically excellent 
students. “The University from its former days managed to 
produced healthcare workers especially medical prac��oners 
who flooded the whole of South Africa. Many high offices 
within the country and the department of health are occupied 
by graduates and Alumni from this ins�tu�on. We are excited 
to have a new crop that is coming up which will con�nue to 
represent us as a great ins�tu�on. With your abili�es we 
believe in six years you will take an Oath to go and serve com-
muni�es out there”, said Prof Chauke. He further assured the 
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learner that she will have all the necessary support while she 
pursues her studies at SMU.

Her father Mr Maxwell Boco said, they ensured that their 
daughter was given the necessary support. “We are happy 
with her achievement, we expected good results but not to an 
extent that she would be a top achiever. Her success was as a 
result of the support we provided, we paid for extra classes 
and would even fetch her late at night from studying as well”, 
he said. 

Mr Boco thanked the Eastern Cape government for awarding 
her daughter the Premier's bursary and men�oned that the 
whole province was behind her and wished her well as she 
starts a new journey with SMU.
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