
Short Learning Programme (SLP) in 
Forensic Pathology Techniques and 

Standards for Forensic Pathology 
Officers (FPOs)

Build the skills. Uphold professional standards. Advance your career.
Gain practical knowledge and professional competencies in forensic pathology through a six-month blended 
learning programme offered by the Department of Forensic Pathology, School of Medicine, Sefako Makgatho 
Health Sciences University (SMU).

Advance Your Career in Forensic Pathology

Why choose this programme?
Designed for professionals working in forensic and medico-legal environments, this programme equips 
participants with the knowledge, practical skills and ethical standards required for effective forensic pathology 
practice.

It also serves as:
•	 A Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunity 
•	 A structured induction programme for new FPOs 
•	 A pathway towards the Higher Certificate in Forensic Pathology Post-Mortem Care 

Who Should Apply?
•	 Forensic Pathology Officers (current and aspiring) 
•	 Mortuary professionals 
•	 Forensic Scientists & Technologists 
•	 Detectives and criminal justice practitioners 
•	 Emergency medicine personnel 
•	 Other professionals working in forensic services 

Apply medico-legal legislation and professional 
standards
Assist with death scene management
Perform essential mortuary procedures
Apply body identification and release 
procedures
Understand the role of the FPO
within the justice system

You’ll Learn How To



Programme at a glance

Admission Requirements
Applicants must be employed as a Forensic Pathology Officer or hold a Grade 12 (or equivalent qualifica-
tion) and demonstrate proficiency in English.

Apply now
Department of Forensic Pathology
School of Medicine
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University

Programme Enquiries
Mrs Mercia Wilken
	 012 521 4042
	 mercia.wilken@smu.ac.za

Dr Keven Hlaise
	 012 521 4119
	 keven.hlaise@smu.ac.za

Course Code

Duration

Delivery

Start Date

Application Deadline

Tuition Fee

SLPF001

6 Months

Blended (Online, Workplace & Contact Sessions)

21 January 2027

30 November 2026

R6 500


