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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME
Develop the Knowledge, Skills and Professional Standards 
Required in Modern Forensic Pathology

The Short Learning Programme in Forensic Pathology Techniques and Standards for Forensic 
Pathology Officers equips current and aspiring Forensic Pathology Officers with the essential 
knowledge, practical competencies and ethical foundations required within modern forensic 
pathology practice.

Designed by the Department of Forensic Pathology at SMU, this six-month programme combines 
academic learning with supervised workplace experience to prepare participants for competent 
service delivery within forensic pathology environments.
The programme also serves as:

•	 An introductory pathway towards the Higher Certificate in Forensic Pathology 
	 Post-Mortem Care 
•	 A structured induction programme for trainee and newly appointed FPOs 
•	 A Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunity 
•	 A regional capacity-building initiative supporting professionals across South 
	 Africa and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
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WHO SHOULD APPLY?
This programme is ideal for:

Primary Target Audience

	 Current Forensic Pathology Officers (FPOs)
	 Aspiring Forensic Pathology Officers

Other Professionals Who Will Benefit

•	 Morticians 
•	 Public and private hospital mortuary personnel 
•	 National Health Laboratory Service (NHLS) staff 
•	 Private laboratory personnel 
•	 Funeral and undertaking professionals 
•	 Forensic Scientists 
•	 Forensic Technologists 
•	 Criminologists 
•	 Detectives and investigators within SAPS, SANDF and Intelligence Services 
•	 Criminal justice practitioners 
•	 Emergency Medicine professionals 
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME
Upon successful completion, participants will be able to:

Understand Medico-Legal Practice
Develop a sound understanding of the legal framework, professional standards and operational 
requirements governing forensic pathology services.

Assist in Death Scene Management
Apply recognised procedures and best practices when supporting the management of medico-legal 
death scenes.

Perform Essential Mortuary Procedures
Gain foundational knowledge and supervised practical exposure to:
•	 Body preparation 
•	 X-Ray/Lodox procedures 
•	 Evisceration 
•	 Suturing techniques 
•	 Body cleaning procedures 

Apply Professional Standards
Understand procedures relating to:
•	 Human body identification 
•	 Authorised release of remains 
•	 Pauper management 
•	 Professional documentation 

Support the Justice System
Develop an understanding of:
•	 The role of the Forensic Pathology Officer within criminal investigations 
•	 Court procedures 
•	 Professional testimony 
•	 Legal responsibilities 
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PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
Duration
Six (6) months

Delivery Mode
Blended (Hybrid) Learning

The programme combines:
•	 Online lectures and seminars 
•	 Workplace-based practical learning 
•	 Contact sessions at SMU 

Participants will benefit from:
•	 Live online teaching 
•	 Recorded lectures for flexible learning 
•	 Blackboard-supported learning 
•	 Interactive discussions with academic staff 
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WORK-INTEGRATED LEARNING
Practical learning forms a core component of the programme.

Participants will:
•	 Complete supervised workplace learning 
•	 Maintain a reflective learning journal 
•	 Build a practical competency portfolio (Logbook) 
•	 Receive structured supervision and feedback 

Alternative workplace placements will be arranged where required.
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ASSESSMENT
Participants will be assessed through:

•	 Continuous workplace assessment 
•	 Supervisor-approved competency logbook 
•	 Reflective journal 
•	 Online written assessment 
•	 Final case presentation 
•	 Practical competency assessment 

Participants achieving an overall average of 50% or higher will qualify for the final practical 
assessment.
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Applicants must:

•	 Be currently employed as a Forensic Pathology Officer in the South African Forensic 
	 Pathology Service; 

	 OR

•	 Hold a National Senior Certificate (NSC) with diploma endorsement (NQF Level 4), Grade 
	 12 Senior Certificate or an equivalent qualification. 
•	 	 Applicants should also demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively in spoken and 
	 written English.
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PROGRAMME INFORMATION
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PROGRAMME Short Learning Programme in Forensic Pathology 
Techniques and Standards for Forensic Pathology 
Officers

Course Code

Duration

Delivery

Start Date

Application
Closing Date

SLPF001

Six Months 

Blended / Hybrid

21 January 2027

30 November 2026



TUITION FEES
R6,500 per participant

The tuition fee covers academic instruction only.

The fee excludes:

•	 Textbooks and study materials 
•	 Computer equipment 
•	 Internet connectivity and data 
•	 Printing costs 
•	 Travel and accommodation 
•	 Work-Integrated Learning expenses 
•	 Any costs not specifically classified as tuition 
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HOW TO APPLY
Applications are submitted online through the Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 
University (SMU) application system.

Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications before the closing date.

Applications Close:
30 November 2026
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ENQUIRIES
Programme Administration

Mrs Mercia Wilken

Secretary

	 012 521 4042

	 mercia.wilken@smu.ac.za

Academic Enquiries

Dr Keven Hlaise

Programme Coordinator

	 012 521 4119

	 keven.hlaise@smu.ac.za
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Build Competence. Uphold Professional Standards. 
Advance Forensic Practice.

The Department of Forensic Pathology at Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University is commit-
ted to strengthening professional practice through quality education, practical training and lifelong 
learning.

Take the next step in your professional development and become part of a programme designed to 
support excellence in forensic pathology services.

Applications Close
30 November 2026

Programme Commences
21 January 2027
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