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2018 registration arrangements at the Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU)

The SMU welcomes you back to another academic year and wish you all a prosperous New Year.
The SMU remains supportive of the progressive realisation of quality free higher education for the
poor and working class. We are therefore excited to note the recent announcement made by
President Zuma on 16 December 2017 about “free education for the poor and working class”,
starting with the first time entry students in 2018.

The SMU however noted there are still obligations placed on students, therefore the need to clarify
the following:

1.

First-time entering students who have applied for NSFAS funding, and who can provide
proof of their applications, will not be expected to pay the registration fee on the day of
registration. Proof of such applications must be submitted to the Finance counter in the
Sports Complex on the day of registration.

First-time entering students who are recipients of bursary funding, and who can provide
proof of the bursary, will not be expected to pay the registration fee on the day of
registration. Proof of this bursary must be submitted to the Financial Aid counter in the
Sports Complex on the day of registration.

First-time entering students who have not applied for NSFAS funding will be liable to pay
the registration fee of R3 000 (for students not residing in University residences) or R4 500
(for students residing in University residences) on the day of registration.

First-time entering students who still want to apply for NSFAS funding should approach
the Financial Aid counter in the Sports Complex for assistance.

Please note that point 1 of this document will not apply to such applications. In other words,
students who did not apply for NSFAS funding before the day of registration will have to
pay the registration fee.

First-time entering students falling under the “missing middle”, in accordance with the
communication from DHET, whose total family combined earnings are up to R600 000 per
annum, should apply to NSFAS in order to receive gap funding for the 8% fee increase,
while those whose total family combined earnings is below R350 000 per annum receives
full funding.

Returning students who are current recipients of NSFAS funding will not be expected to
pay the registration fee on the day of registration.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Returning students who are current recipients of bursary funding that is recorded on the
University database will not be expected to pay the registration fee on the day of
registration.

Returning students who are not recipients of NSFAS or bursary funding are liable to pay
the registration fee of R3 000 (for students not residing in University residences) or R4 500
(for students residing in University residences).

Returning students with outstanding debt not able to register, should approach the
Finance counter in the Sports Complex for assistance on a case by case basis.

Returning students falling under the “missing middle”, in accordance with the
communication from DHET, whose total family combined earnings are up to R600 000 per
annum, should apply to NSFAS in order to receive gap funding for the 8% fee increase,
while those whose total family combined earnings is below R350 000 per annum receives
full funding.

First-time entering postgraduate students who are employed will be expected to pay
the registration fee, residence fee and all other expenses. No refunds will be allowed on
postgraduate tuition fee bursaries. Bursaries are applicable where the student is not
employed and not a recipient of another bursary. If students are not employed, the
University will need evidence of their unemployment.

Returning postgraduate students who fail to complete their studies within a stipulated
period will not qualify for the postgraduate tuition bursary from the University.

To encourage prompt payment of tuition fees, the University offers a discount of 5% when
all applicable fees are paid in full by 31 May 2018.
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