Building capacity
for Innovation at SMU
through strategic partnership
with Makerere University

- Prof Ayo-Yusuf

Pursuant to the university's objective to form external
linkagesin order to enrich the learning experience, the Office
of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research Postgraduate
Studies and Innovation, has partnered with Makerere
University to collaborate in areas of common interests.

Flowing from this collaboration, SMU team of 8 (Research
Directorate (TTO) x1; Centre for Entrepreneurship Rapid
Incubator (CfERI) x4; HRx1; Postgraduate Student Repre-
sentative x 2) is currently attending a two weeks short course
on Human-Centred Design for Development (HCD) offered
by Makerere University's Resilient Africa Network (RAN) in
collaboration with US Global Development LAB. This is an
exciting development taking place just few weeks after two
entrepreneurship competitions hosted by CfERI at SMU
namely internal 2021 Entrepreneurship Development in
Higher Education (EDHE), Class Business Pitch where a total
of 33 students entrepreneurs participated and the recent
launch of EDHE community of practice. This training would
soon be followed by a visit to the innovation labs at the
Makerere University in Uganda. These are activities in
preparation of the formal establishment of our Technology
Transfer Office (TTO) that has received funding from the
National Intellectual Property Management Office in the
Department of Science and Innovation.

We believe this course will provide the team with the
exposure to best practices in the area of innovation and
development. It is our consideration that the skills acquired
from this course will best equip members of this team to
execute their various functions within the innovation eco-
system that would sustain the plans to mainstream
entrepreneurship at SMU.
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